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AS THE WORLD’S LEADING GOLFERS ARRIVE IN THE UAE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN EUROPEAN TOUR EVENTS IN ABU DHABI AND 
DUBAI, WE PACK UP OUR CLUBS AND TAKE THEM ON A TOUR 
OF SOME OF THE WORLD’S MOST STUNNING GOLF COURSES 

Words by Yi-Hwa Hanna
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Whether you’re a beginner to the game of golf or a 
seasoned veteran, there is something spine-tingling 
about the prospect of a round at St. Andrews. Not only 
have numerous professionals teed off from this club, 
but it is revered as the birthplace of modern golf. It’s 
believed that avid golfers have been playing on the 
Links course there since about 1400 AD. Fittingly St. 
Andrews is also home to the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club, commonly known as the R&A. Originally founded 
by Fife noblemen, today it acts as the worldwide 
governing body of golf (excluding the USA). 

The St. Andrews Links Trust encompasses seven golf 
courses that make up the largest public golf complex 
in Europe. The Old Course is probably the most well-
known due to its historical prestige. A course for 
champions, it hosts The Open Championship once 
every 5 years, most recently in 2010. Tiger Woods has 
described it as his favourite course in the world and 
it draws reverence from golfers all over the world as 
the original Links course. 

If you constantly strive to improve your handicap, 
the Jubilee Course and the New Course might be the 
ones for you — both offer tricky greens and rolling 
fairways, while the narrow Jubilee strip is said to be 
the most challenging at St. Andrews. Their little sister, 
the Eden Course, was built to help cope with the 
formers’ popularity and is also a demanding play 
with taxing bunkers. For a less hazardous and shorter 
layout, the Strathtyrum Course offers 15 bunkers with 
the neighbouring namesake estate as a backdrop. 

While avid enthusiasts and experts will be enticed 
by the more testing aspects of these epic courses, 
beginners and junior golfers are not forgotten. The 
Balgove Course is the perfect spot for first-timers or 
those just getting into the swing of the sport, with its 
wide fairways and shallow bunkers providing the 
perfect location for numerous annual junior events 
as well, such as the HSBC Wee Wonders tournament. 
Unlike the other six courses, The Balgove has nine 
holes rather than eighteen. Designed for pleasant 
plays, it is also an ideal spot for families. 

 ST ANDREWS, 
 SCOTLAND 

 SEE 

St. Andrews boasts the 
oldest university in 
Scotland, The University 
of St. Andrews, which 
counts Prince William 
among its former alumni. 
Being the home of 
golf, it seems logical 
that the British Golf 
Museum can be found 
here; meanwhile the St. 
Andrews Preservation 
Trust Museum and 
Gardens give visitors 
a comprehensive view 
into the town’s history. 
St. Andrews Botanical 
gardens are worth a 
leisurely stroll, where 
nature-lovers can admire 
beautiful landscapes 
that include water, rock, 
Chinese and Chilean 
gardens. The town 
is also home to West 
Sands Beach, which was 

immortalised on film 
in the Oscar-winning 
Chariots of Fire. 

 RELAX 

After numerous rounds 
of golf, a chance to 
unwind would not be 
remiss. The Kohler 
Waters Spa at The 
Old Course Hotel is a 
sanctuary of respite, 
offering healing 
therapies with natural 
mineral-rich waters. Its 
signature water-based 
treatments are designed 
to exfoliate, moisturise 
and re-energise. 
Meanwhile, in keeping 
with the local specialities, 
the Spa at the Fairmont 
St. Andrews offers Celtic 
–themed treatments 
including scrubs, 
massages, stone therapies 
and wraps. It even offers 

a special “Ultimate 
Golfer’s Treatment”. The 
invigorating experience 
will ensure you’re limber 
for the courses – it’s 
also rumoured to be 
a favourite of former 
European Ryder Cup 
Captain Sam Torrance.

 EAT 

For unbeatable views, 
we recommend The 
Road Hole Grill at the 
Old Course Hotel, 
where succulent meats 
and fresh seafood are 
served in an elegant 
setting. If you crave 
spice, don’t miss the 
The Balaka – its award-
winning curries made 
with organic produce 
are rated among the 
top 10 in the UK. The 
Doll’s House is another 
good choice; it offers 
classic Scottish and 
French cuisine and is 
even cosier during its 
Scottish fiddle evenings, 
while the Kinness Fry 
Bar is a must-visit for 
a Scottish classic — a 
fried Mars bar.

COSTS: From approx. AED 47 for the 9-hole course 
and approx. AED 70 – AED 365 for the 18-hole courses 
during the low season for adults. Adult fees in high 
season are approx. AED 70 for the 9-hole course and 
approx. AED 143 – AED 740 for the 18-hole courses.
Visit www.standrews.org.uk for more details.
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Pebble Beach is a legendary golf destination, with a 
number of 18-hole courses each with their own mark 
of prestige. Green fees are notoriously high, but well 
worth it — not only because of the smorgasbord 
of courses for avid golf enthusiasts to choose from, 
but also because of the picturesque design and 
scenery. 

The Pebble Links Golf Course is the most famous 
of the public courses and its views of Carmel Bay 
and the Monterey Peninsula mark it out as one of 
the most beautiful courses in the world. The course 
has hosted the US Open Championships five times 
and has even been featured in a number of golf-
related video games. It was designed by Jack 
Neville and Douglas Grant and was laid out so that 
as many holes as possible were close to the rocky 
coastline through the ‘figure 8’ layout. Thanks to the 
innovative design, players can tee off and hit straight 
out towards the Pacific Ocean at some holes.

For a little surf and turf, make your way to the 
adventurous Spyglass Hill Golf Course, which was 
inspired by the classic novel Treasure Island and 
designed by Robert Trent Jones, Sr. The first 5 holes 
are nestled amidst sandy dunes along the coastline, 
while the remaining 13 are dotted among lakes, 
trees and other greenery. It is considered one of the 
toughest courses in the world and has been ranked 
among the top 10 in Golf Digest’s list of America’s 
100 Greatest Public Courses in past years. The 
Links at Spanish Bay is another much-loved public 
course, designed to mimic a traditional Scottish 

 PEBBLE BEACH,   CALIFORNIA 

 SEE  

As a coastal resort 
destination, Pebble 
Beach has some stunning 
vistas that practically 
beg to be photographed 
in panorama. Drink in 
scenery like the famous 
Lone Cypress tree 
down the 17-Mile drive 
— which, despite its 
name, is only 9.6 miles 
long. Fanshell Beach is 
another favourite haunt; 
it offers a view of Bird 
Rock, as well as the 
chance to watch seals 
during migration and 
pupping season. The 
Huckleberry Hill Natural 
Reserve on the Monterey 
Peninsula is another 
must-see. No vehicles are 
allowed within its trails 
and the lush greenery 
gives new meaning to 
the phrase “a breath of 
fresh air.” 

environment, it requires players to demonstrate both 
their regular and low, running shots. 

While the Monterey Peninsula Country Club’s 
courses are private, the Peter Hay Golf Course, 
first opened in 1957, is open to the public and is 
popular with players of varying skill levels, making 
it a good place to go with the family. The Del Monte 
Golf Course, meanwhile, is the oldest continuously 
operating course in the Western USA, having opened 
in 1897. It was designed by Charles Maud and is a 
challenge with wide fairways and a decidedly tricky 
13th hole. The layout features a lot of rough, making 
it a great course on which seasoned players can test 
their golfing mettle.
COSTS: From approx. AED 404 – AED 1,822 depending 
on the course, inclusive of cart for resort guests and 
with additional cart costs for non-resort guests. 
Visit www.pebblebeach.com for more details.

 RELAX 

It seems fitting that 
one of the signature 
treatments at The Spa 
at Pebble Beach is The 
Pebble Massage — 
warm sculpted stones 
are kneaded over your 
weary muscles, melting 
away all tension. If you 
like natural products, 
try the Lasapa Lelima 
Purification, a tribal 
bathing ceremony that 
uses locally grown sage, 
elderberry and blue 
corn meal to scrub, 
wrap and massage 
you into a state of 
bliss. Flotation wraps 
are another unique 
option, whereupon 
guests are pampered 
with restorative wraps 
before enjoying a 
heated, dry flotation 
bed. The spa also has 
a number of sports-IM

AG
ES

 //
 S

H
UT

TE
RS

TO
CK

.C
O

M

related therapies just for 
men, including a special 
Post-Golf Therapy 
treatment.

 EAT 

One of the area’s most 
notable dining options 
is Roy’s at Pebble 
Beach. With celebrity 
chef Roy Yamaguchi 
at its culinary helm, 
the Hawaiian-fusion 
restaurant serves the 
freshest seafood,  and 
offers diners a fantastic 
view overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean. If you 
want to sink your teeth 
into a juicy prime rib, 
elegant watering hole 
The Tap Room is the 
place to go. Not only will 
its delicious eats quell 
a hearty appetite, its 
collection of prized golf 
memorabilia is a delight 
for enthusiasts. 
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Formerly known as Sotogrande New and Las Aves, 
the Valderrama Golf Club is one of the best in 
Europe. The first-ever Ryder Cup held in continental 
Europe was at Valderrama and the course plays 
host to a number of notable competitions and 
events. It was also designed by Robert Trent Jones, 
Sr. and has an extensive range of cleverly sited 
tees thus making it suitable for everyone from the 
novice golfer to the seasoned pro. With either a sea 
breeze from the Mediterranean or inland winds 
depending on the season, play remains interesting 
year-round. 

The signature hole, the par 5 La Cascada, is the 
4th hole and considered a masterpiece. The 17th 
hole, the par 5 Los Gabiones, has also attracted a 

 VALDERRAMA, 
 SPAIN 

considerable amount of attention ever since the 
2000 World Golf Championships. It sparked hot 
debate between pros and spectators as to whether 
the hole is one of the easiest on the course, or 
whether it is actually so difficult it is “unplayable.” The 
debate stems from the fact that the tee shot offers 
an easy route or a gamble that could produce a 
below par result. No such debate is required for the 
16th hole; the par 4 hole is even nicknamed “Muy 
Dificil”, meaning “very difficult” in Spanish. 

The grounds are extremely well-maintained, with 
regular renovations taking place to ensure prime 
playing conditions. Valderrama is also a course 
that is conscious of its surrounding environment 
— careful attention is paid to maintaining the 
environs and an impressive number of plant and 
bird species can be found within Valderrama’s lush 
greens; in fact, its 40 acres of land contains wildlife 
sanctuaries that are numbered according to the 
nearest hole. If you’re lucky, you may even catch a 
glimpse of a nocturnal otter near the lake! 
COSTS: Green fees range from approx. AED1,450 
AED – AED 1,550. 
Visit www.valderrama.com for more details.

 SEE 
 
Valderrama is situated 
in cosmopolitan 
Sotogrande in San 
Roque. The idyllic 
Andalusian location is 
home to the largest cork 
oak forest in Spain and 
millions of migratory 
birds pass through it 
every year, adding even 
more colour to the area’s 
already vibrant flora 
and fauna. Beautiful 
boulevards, beach clubs, 
top-notch hotels, shops 
and restaurants exist 
alongside impressive 
marinas. Meanwhile, 

the surrounding town 
of San Roque offers 
a wealth of historical 
sites including The Bull 
Ring, a bullfighting 
museum, the 18th 
century María España 
Drinking Fountain and 
The Governor’s Palace 
which contains a cultural 
foundation and two 
museums. 

 RELAX 

When it’s time to 
refresh the body and 
mind, Elysium, the 
Spa of Sotogrande at 
the Almenara Hotel 
is the place to go. Its 
Hidrotermal Room offers 
a plethora of water-based 
therapies, from hydro-

massages to saunas, 
steam baths, Turkish 
hammams, Jacuzzis, 
jet pools, temperature-
controlled pebbled 
walkways and showers 
infused with tropical 
fruit essences. Beauty 
and body treatments 
carried out in luxurious 
cabins are also available 
and the spa offers three 
specially-designed golfer 
programmes. Once 
you’ve been pampered, 
you can relax amidst its 
lush gardens and let all 
of your worries melt away 
in this oasis of calm.

 EAT 

No trip to Spain would 
be complete without 

indulging in its fantastic 
cuisine. If you’re a 
fan of tapas, visit the 
Restaurante Bar Pepe. A 
favourite spot with the 
locals, delicious tapas 
and fresh seafood is 
served with a smile. La 
Cabaña is another great 
spot for Andalusian 
cuisine. It specialises 
in local fare and offers 
a mouthwatering 
selection of dishes in 
a charming colonial 
setting. For healthy 
cuisine that can be 
enjoyed with stunning 
views of the lush, 
green golf courses 
nearby, check out 
the VeinTeeOcho 
Restaurant at the Hotel 
Almenara. IM
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Golf is a much-loved sport in Hong Kong, but 
finding a public course can sometimes be a bit of a 
challenge. Traditionally, most golf courses are found 
in private clubs, making them rather exclusive and 
prestigious. Some private clubs do open up to non-
members, however and offer select hours in which 
non-members can enjoy tee times on their greens 
and the Hong Kong Golf Club is one of the best — It’s 
also considered among the finest clubs in the world. 

 The Club was originally known as the Royal Hong 
Kong Golf Club when it was founded in 1889 and 
was located in Happy Valley. However, due to the 
need to expand, the 9-hole Deep Water Bay course 
was eventually built and the Club’s other 18-hole 
courses were moved to Fanling. When Hong Kong’s 
sovereignty was transferred back to the People’s 
Republic of China in 1996, the Club was renamed as 
Hong Kong Golf Club. The Club has hosted the Hong 
Kong Open since 1959, as well as other tournaments 
including the first Johnnie Walker Classic held in Asia. 
As a result, a number of the world’s best players have 
graced its greens. 

The Club’s three 18-hole courses (the Old Course, 
the New Course and the Eden Course) can be found 
in its Fanling location. The Old Course is designed 
to mimic a traditional southern English layout. A 
combination of holes from the New Course and the 
Eden Course are usually used during tournaments, 
since the Eden Course isn’t exceptionally long. 
Don’t be fooled, however, as it is still considerably 
challenging, with narrow fairways and large trees 
presenting a good amount of rough. Meanwhile, the 
Club’s 9-hole course is located at Deep Water Bay. 
The 3-par course is ideally suited for short games 
and due to the course’s convenient location, it is very 
easily accessible from the main island’s city centre. 

 HONG KONG GOLF CLUB, 
 HONG KONG 

curl up with a book, the 
Fanling Club has the 
perfect place for you — 
a quiet room. If you’d 
like to be social during 
your relaxation time, 
there’s also a card room, 
a mahjong room and two 
billiard tables. There’s 
even a Men’s Lounge, 
adding to the traditional 
appeal of the club. Both 
the Fanling and Deep 
Water Bay locations have 
a gymnasium and sauna, 
as well a large outdoor 
swimming pool, where 
you can swim some laps, 
take 

a dip 
or simply soak up some 
rays. 

 EAT 

When it comes to 
nourishment, both 
course locations offer 
a tasty selection. The 
Chinese restaurant at 
Deep Water Bay is ideal 
for trying out some 
appetising local dishes, 
while the Fairway Grill 
serves up delicious 
European fare. The 
Fanling dining room 
also covers Eastern and 
Western tastes, while the 
poolside dining room 
offers a serene setting. If 
you’d like to venture out 
a little further to please 
your palate, we suggest 
trying the Fung Ying 
Seen Koon vegetarian 
restaurant in Fanling, 
where you can delight 
in dining at a Taoist 
temple, or the renowned 
Cococabana restaurant in 
Deep Water Bay, where 
you can enjoy a blissfully 
romantic meal on a 
terrace by the water. 

COSTS: At Fanling, green fees range from approx. 
AED 474 – AED 853 and include the use of the 
driving range and an AED 95 Food and Beverage 
card. At Deep Water Bay, green fees are approx. 
AED 237. The club is open to visitors during specific 
weekday hours and it is advised to call ahead and 
confirm availability. 
Visit www.hkgolfclub.org for more details. 

 SEE 
 
If you’re keen to explore 
your surroundings, 
Fanling has some unique 
sights that are worth a 
visit. Gourmands will 
have their curiosity 
piqued by the Tao Heng 
Foods of Mankind 
Museum, a first-of-its-
kind venture in Hong 
Kong that provides 
a fascinating insight 
into the food cultures 
of different countries 
through the ages. The 
Fanling Wai walled 
village is a must for 
explorer-types, as are 
the Siu Hang Tsuen 
ancient village and the 
Lung Yeuk Tau heritage 
trail. Meanwhile, culture 
vultures shouldn’t miss 
out on the Fung Ying 

Seen Koon, which is 
Hong Kong’s largest 
Taoist temple. Not to be 
outdone, Deep Water 
Bay also has some 
noteworthy attractions 
including the popular 
Deep Water Bay Beach, 
which is adjacent to 
Repulse Bay. The bays 
are surrounded by 
several hills and islands 
and the views are simply 
breathtaking. The two 
beaches are connected 
by the Seaview 
Promenade, which is 
a great place to take a 
leisurely stroll. 

 RELAX 

If the courses have 
sapped your energy 
and you simply want to IM
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