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Discover the unique charms of the UAE’s four
most well-known emirates

Words by: Yi-Hwa Bayar Hanna
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ABU DHAB
The capital of the UAE is a cultural force to be
reckoned with and there can be no better starting
point for explorations of this emirate than the Sheikh
Zayed Grand Mosque. Quite simply a breathtaking
sight, it is the 8th largest mosque in the world and is
an example of architectural majesty. Open to visitors,
it provides educational tours that explain the religion
of Islam, as well as showcasing the superb interior
design work throughout the mosque.

History buffs will get a kick out of the Abu Dhabi
Heritage Village. In a replica of an old nomad camp,
mud-brick houses, traditional mosques and homes
give visitors a taste of old Bedouin life. The Al Maqgtaa
Fort is another unmissable site; once used as a watch
house against invading bandits, this fort is around
200 years old. To see the oldest stone building in
Abu Dhabi, head to Qasr al-Hosn, the palace fort
that protected the only freshwater well in the emirate
in the 1790s. The Al Bateen Shipyard is another
great destination; open every day except Fridays,
visitors can observe traditional Arabic ship-building
processes here.

The emirate is also a buzzing hub of modernity.
Home to numerous important financial institutions,
the skyline is dofted with skyscrapers. Luxurious
spas and top-notch restaurants can be found all
over the city, both in its glamorous high-end hotels
and beyond. Yas Island is rapidly shaping up to be
one of the emirate’s most exciting and adrenaline-

Above: The stunning Sheikh
Zayed Grand Mosque. Below:

The Yas Hotel and racing circuit.

WHERE TO STA!

Located at the gateway
to Abu Dhabi and just
a short distance from
the airport, Fairmont
Bab Al Bahr is a luxury
hotel that oozes style
and sophistication. Its
impressive view of the
Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque is equalled by its
sleekly furnished guest
rooms and suites, which
are resplendent with
walnut wood panelling
and bamboo floral soft
furnishings. Its dining
outlets also excel. The
extensive culinary fare
includes restaurants
dedicated to Lebanese,
Italian and international
cuisine and it is home
to imperious chef
Marco Pierre White’s

Steakhouse & Grill.

fuelled hubs. Already home to the Formula One Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix, it will ultimately host golf courses,
polo clubs, marinas, luxury homes, numerous dining
establishments, a Warner Bros Movie World, shopping
malls, numerous hotels and the first ever Ferrari World
theme park.

For a more nature-fuelled rush, we suggest a
kayaking trip through Abu Dhabi’s mangroves. Propel
yourself through watery forests, gazing at the wildlife
along the way. The emirate also offers plenty to keep
water-sports enthusiasts amused, with an abundance
of activities to be enjoyed at the famous Corniche, or
one of the emirate’s many beaches.

When you're in need of a retail fix, Abu Dhabi has
choices aplenty. The jewellery from the Madinat
Zayed Gold Souk is sure to put a sparkle in your
step. Alternatively, if it's an open-air environment you
seek, check out the Iranian souk in Al Meena, where
earthenware, carpets, bedding, decorations and a
myriad of frinkets are presented in a riot of colour.
Mingle with local shoppers in Marina Mall, which is a
must-visit. This impressive shopping mall hosts an ice
rink, cinema, arcade, bowling alley and billiards hall
in addition to its many fantastic shops and restaurants.

Like that older sibling that you revere and who
manages to do everything right, Abu Dhabi always
seems to hit the mark from preserving its captivating
history to accomplishing astonishingly modern
projects. »

@

Starting from AED 660 per person

* 1 night stay in a Fairmont Room
© Breakfast Daily

Valid between 01 November — 30 November 2010



DUBAI

Sometimes referred to as the shopping capital of the
Middle East, Dubai is undeniably the most well-known
emirate. With towering skyscrapers glittering along
its horizon, this modern city is home to some of the
most luxurious hotels in the world. Pristine beaches
with powdery white sands are drenched in sunlight all
year round, delighting hordes of gleeful sunbathers
and water babies ready to make a splash in the
agquamarine waves.

Dubai’s many attractions regularly find their way to
the top of worldwide lists of record-breaking feats. The

maijestic Burj Knhalifa is the tallest building in the world, :

while the sail-shaped Burj Al Arab is the world’s only
7-star hotel. Meanwhile, the Dubai Mall is the Middle
East’s largest shopping mall, and the massive Dubai
Aquarium housed within the mall’s inviting walls boasts
the world’s largest acrylic panel. The sheer size of the
structure isn’t the only marvel though — the walk-
through glass tunnel allows you to catch a glimpse
of the aquarium’s impressive variety of sea life from
the inside, while the Discovery Centre underwater zoo
also houses some interesting creatures. Don’t forget to
stop by the Dubai Fountain while you're in the areq,
and catch the dramatic lights and powerful jets of
water dance to mix of contemporary and classical
world music.

To see a spectacular example of man defying
nature, visit Ski Dubai at Mall of the Emirates. This indoor
ski resort also boasts ice slides, sled and toboggan
runs, a snowball shooting gallery, a snowman-
making area and an ice cave. Dubai’s water parks
are another major attraction; Aquaventure at Atlantis
on the Palm Jumeirah and Wild Wadi in Jumeirah are
both well-loved for their variety of water slides and
exciting wave pools, while AQuaventure’s Dolphin Bay
also offers patrons the chance to swim and interact
with these much-loved sea creatures. Water-lovers will
also enjoy the acres of pristine sandy beaches and
the array of related sports and activities to choose
from, including snorkelling, windsurfing, diving and
fishing.

Dubai is also home to a large number of notable
restaurants  with Michelin
starred chefs at their helm, so
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Above: The impressive
Downtown Dubai area with

¢ Burj Knhalifa as its focal point.

JWHERE TO STA

One&Only Royal Mirage

is a hotel that breathes

i luxury and style from

its every room, suile,
restaurant and lobby. It

remains one of Dubai’s

i most impressive and
i popular properties.

With its three distinctive

residences — The

¢ Palace, Arabian Courl

i and the Residence &

Spa, there is ample
accommodation. The

regally furnished resort
gall)

i oozes Middle Eastern

charm at its finest.
Adding to the property’s

appeal is its variety

i of delectable dining
: g

i options and its spa.

don’t miss out on the chance to sample the delectable
fare at the likes of Verre, Twenty 10 and Nobu.

For a glimpse of old Dubai, head down to the creek
area and take an abra ride across the water. The
Dubai Museum is filled with antiquities and dioramas
of life in the emirate throughout the times — the
“then and now” comparisons will blow you away. It is
situated in the Al Fahidi Fort, which was built in 1787.
It's also the oldest building in the city. Nearby, the
Heritage Village and the Bastakiya district serve up a
riot of colour and culture, with art galleries set amid
windtowers, old streets and houses with traditional
décor. Hagglers will delight in the spice market and
gold souk, where a rainbow of spices and treasures
from pashminas to priceless gems can be found.

A trip out to the Hatta desert area is another must
— not only can you venture out for a traditional
desert safari experience that includes dune-bashing,
an Arabicthemed dinner at a desert campsite, a
bellydancing show and sunset views, but you can also
visit the Hafta Rock Pools. A frue oasis in the desert,
the waterfalls and refreshing pools of water nestled
between the mountain cliffs are an exceptional sight.
Adrenaline junkies can add a number of thrill-seeking
activities to their to-do lists, including helicopter rides,
skydiving and go-kart racing at the Autodrome.

Taking pride in hospitality has long been a
fraditional part of Arabic culture, and Dubai extends
this courtesy to its visitors in every means possible.
Whether it's the shopping, the sunshine, the seaq, the
history, cuisine, nightlife or luxury recreation that tickles
your fancy, »Dubai has it all.

Starting from AED 1,470 per person

* 1 night stay in a Superior Deluxe Room in The Palace
e Daily Breakfast

Valid between 09 October — 30 November 2010
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In keeping with its unique identity,

Fujairah, situated on the Gulf of

Oman, is almost totally mountainous — a difference
that becomes especially noticeable as you watch
the terrain change when driving to the emirate.
Surrounded by the Hajjar mountains’ rocky vistas and
lush blue waters, Fujairah boasts a plethora of water-
related activities to enjoy, whether it's adrenaline-
pumping action or just some rest and relaxation on
the beach.

With an abundance of coral reefs, the waters
teem with a rich variety of marine life. Most hotels
in the area have a dive centre within their grounds,
from which you can rent snorkelling and diving gear
whether you are a guest of the hotel or not. Colourful
fish inhabit the warm, clear seas, and depending on
the daily weather and visibility conditions you might
be able to see pufferfish, jawfish, angel fish, crayfish,
stingrays, clownfish, reef shark, and plenty more. A visit
to Dibba Rock, Dibba Island or Snoopy Island almost
always guarantees a turtle-sighting, though we warn
you they’re much faster in their natural underwater
habitat than they are on land.

Most of the dive centres offer the chance to get
your PADI Open Water Dive Certification, and once
the experienced instructors have taken you out on
your first foray into the deep, the tranquil big blue is
all yours. You can even schedule a night dive if you're
feeling up for it.

Seafood fans will be delighted to discover they can
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Le Meridien Al Aqah
Beach Resort has
eslablished a reputation
as a weekend getaway
hotel par excellence.
While its 218 well-
appointed ocean-facing
rooms and suites are
the perfect place for a
sound night’s sleep, its
vasl swimming pools
and expansive beach
are hugely appealing to
guests. Should you tire
of reclining on a lounger,
book in hand, then the
resort offers a selection
of water sports to l\(‘(%l)
you entertained. With a

spa and nine food and

beverage outlets (ranging

from Thai, Indian, Ttalian
and International fare)
also available in the
hotel, guests really are

spoilt for choice.

dig info a scrumptious fresh catch after partaking
in one of the numerous fishing frips that can be
organised within the area — this must be done

: through a certified centre, however, since fishing at
the public beaches is prohibited.

There are plenty of land-based activities to choose
from in the area as well. Collectors should be sure
to leave some room in their bags for crafts from

; the outdoor markets found on the road towards
Masafi, where you can haggle for carpets and
‘ rugs, earthenware and pottery, antiques and other

souvenirs. The ruins of Fujairah Fort and the Heritage
Village, located in the Ain Al Madhab Gardens at the
foothills of the Hajjar mountains, provide a taste of

the region’s history with displays of traditional houses,
i cookware, clothing and the occasional festival

showcasing folkloric singing and dancing. Visitors
looking for a thrill must add a bull-butting show to
their list — a popular event in the areq, local families

i gather on Fridays at an open field to watch bulls
i battle it out in a bloodless match for prizes such as the

increased value of the winning bull.
When you're done with thrilling outdoorsy pursuits,
treat yourself to a relaxing treatment at a world-class

: spain one of the many hotels along the Fujairah
. coastline before heading out for a well-deserved

dinner. Afterwards, you can lounge on a terrace
underneath the stars with a traditional shisha pipe and
a fruity drink in-hand. As you listen to the soft lapping

i of the waves against the shore, you may feel that you
i never want to leave this unspoiled emirate that's just
i ahop, skip and a step away from big city life. >

DNATA OFFER

Le Meridien Al Aqah Beach Resort, Fujairah ****

PRICE INCLUDES:

Call Dnata Travel on 04 316 6666



If you prefer your breakaways to be action-packed,
then Ras Al Khaimah is the place for you. Nestled
between the Arabian Gulf and the Hajjar mountains,
this emirate is a hidden gem. As a meeting point for
the East and the West of the UAE, it boasts some of the
best adventure tourism that the country has to offer.
The only real question is: where to begin?

For a taste of traditional sport, pay a visit to the
Al Sawan Camel Track. Spanning six kilometres, the
track provides the stage upon which thousands of
camels from all over the GCC compete for trophies.
Passionate race-goers cheer amid clouds of dust
stirred up under eager hooves, while other fans enjoy
tasty Emirati cuisine in the grandstands.

If you long for a more aerial view of the city, sign
up for one of the many organised mountain trips
available in the area. Roaring 4x4 cars will take you
over golden desert sands, through rugged wadis,
and across to the mountains. You may even come
across some old, isolated villages while hiking around
the craggy wilderness. Alternatively, you could visit
the Jazirah Aviation Club. It’s the first flying club in the
UAE to be approved by the General Civil Aviation
Authority, and whether you're tempted by the flights
handled by their experienced pilots or undergoing
flying training yourself, you'll be blown away by the
brilliant bird’s eye view.

Golf is another popular pastime. The abundant
green fields of Al Hamra Golf Club or the Tower Links

gt
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HERE TO STA

¢ The Banyan Tree Al

Wadi is undoubtedly the
premium resort in Ras

Al Khaimah. Located
within the Wadi Khadeja,

the resort encompasses

i a 60 hectare nature

reserve, which is home
to desert-faring creatures
including Arabian
gazelle, camels and oryx.
As the Banyan Tree’s

first resort in the Middle
East, no expense has
been spared in creating
a breathtaking resort,
and guests will find

i themselves staying in

supremely stylish villas
complete with individual
pools. After a day spent
exploring your natural

surroundings, unwind

i with a beauty treatment

in the resort’s spa, treat
yourself to a tantalising
meal in one of the
dining establishments

: orindulge in a unique

Arabian campfire

experience.

@

Golf Club are so lush they
practically cry out for both
beginners and seasoned
experts to come and tee
off, whether by day or by
night. Offering a powerful
punch to your day, the Ras
Al Khaimah Shooting Club
is another recreational
option.

Ras Al Khaimah also has
all manner of waterbased
activities fo choose from.

: There are a number of easily accessible diving and

snorkelling hotspots in the area, and dhow trips to

the Musandam Peninsula at Oman’s borders can
i even be arranged for those looking to travel further.

The neighbouring emirate of Umm Al Quwain is also
a quick jaunt away, and many dive centres in Ras Al
Khaimah offer boat trips out to the mangrove islands

that surround it for nighttime crab-hunting excursions.

When you're ready to take in a little history, make
your way to the National Museum of Ras Al Khaimah.
Situated in an old fort that used to be the residence of
the ruling family until the 1960s, it houses a collection
of archaeological and ethnological artefacts.

i Afterwards, if you're in the mood to pick up a few

souvenirs, head out to one of the many souks or flea
markets in the area.

Don’t forget to kick back and indulge in a little
pampering. The world-class spas that can be found

i atthe many luxury hotels and resorts in the emirate

are great places to go for massages that will revitalise
your wearied muscles. If you're still craving nature,
head to Khatt Springs. The thermal springs, which

are now a part of the grounds of their namesake

: hotel and spa, have been praised for their healing

properties by generations of local residents. Even if
you're not a guest of the hotel, the springs are open
to the public for a small fee. With separate areas for
men and women, the pools are actually built into the

i rock that the water seeps out of. As you bask in the
benefits of the pools’ rich mineral content, all of your

* worries will melt away in this oasis in the desert. @

Special Offer: Stay for 2 nights and receive an

additional night free

3 nights starting from AED 2,450 per person

* 3 nights stay in an Al Rimal Deluxe Pool Villa

* Daily Breakfast

e One-hour Rainforest experience for up to 2 persons at Banyan Tree Al Wadi Spa

« AED 500 dining credit per villa per day

Valid for fravel 01 November — 25 December 2010
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